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Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: General Update 

Report by Broads Project Coordinator 

	Summary:
This report provides an update on the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project including the works scheduled and works at the design, pre-application stage and construction phase.  


1
Background

1.1
This report briefs members on navigation issues relating to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project (BFAP). 

2
Schedule

2.1
The forecast and progress on major improvement schemes works is shown on Table 1.

2.2
Other compartments for preliminary investigation/development in 2008 include: 20 (Langley); 3 (Horning) and 6a (Hickling to Horsey).
3         Piling Removal Trial - Compartments 11 & 35 River Yare

3.1      The work BESL is carrying out on the removal of piling in the lower Yare which received planning permission in July 2007 is now complete.  Further discussions have recently taken place with BESL regarding erosion monitoring and intervention trigger levels for provision of erosion protection. A separate report covering these issues is at Agenda item 10(ii). 

4         Compartment 17 – (Postwick Marshes) Planning Application

4.1      BESL has recently withdrawn its planning application for a flood defence scheme for Postwick Marshes on the River Yare.  Natural England has requested that an Appropriate Assessment be carried out on the scheme to consider the effect of allowing Postwick Marshes to be returned to the flood plain on water levels elsewhere on the Yare.

5         Navigation Channel Markers in Haddiscoe Cut
5.1      Members will recall the incident that happened in Haddiscoe Cut in 2007 where a hire cruiser was impaled on one of the channel markers.  As a result of this incident BESL has been working with the Broads Authority on a partnership project to increase the height of the channel markers to improve safety.  BESL is currently manufacturing and painting the extensions to the posts and work on the project will be completed before the end of February.
6         Emergency Piling Removal – Rivers Chet and Waveney

6.1      BESL has recently notified the Authority of two piling failures on the Rivers Chet and Waveney respectively.  Officers consider the failures are dangerous enough to allow BESL to proceed with emergency works to remove the piling.

6.2      The failure on the River Waveney at Wheatacre can be carried out without any serious impact on the navigation.  However, the failure on the Chet cannot be dealt with without closing the river.  Accordingly BESL has applied for a Navigation Works Licence and Notice to Mariners to carry out the works between the 18th of February and 7 March.  Work will only take place on Mondays to Fridays and the river will be reopened at weekends.

6.3      BESL will submit a retrospective planning application for the works which will also detail its proposals for erosion monitoring, channel marking and the provision of alternative means of erosion protection should intervention prove to be necessary.
7         Submerged Steel Sheet Piling at Five Mile Bend - River Yare

7.1      BESL has informed the Authority that it has found a run of approximately 40 metres of submerged steel sheet piling in the navigation channel at Five Mile Bend on the River Yare. The top of the piling is approximately 1.2 metres below water level at low water and this represents a significant hazard to boaters.

7.2      The piling was found some 3.0 metres into the marked channel beyond the line of the piling that was removed by BESL as part of the lower Yare piling removal trial.  It is therefore likely to originate from an historic piling failure which predated the installation of the piling that BESL recently removed during the piling removal trial works.
 7.3     BESL has therefore marked the hazard with temporary markers prior to undertaking removal works which are scheduled to take place in the week commencing the 18th of February.

8 
Enhancement Projects
8.1
BESL has been progressing a number of enhancement projects with officers and planning applications for three of the main schemes will shortly be submitted to the Broads Authority.  These include:     
· The provision of a disabled mooring for the Waveney Stardust disabled tour boat, a canoe drop in and angling platforms at Shipmeadow on the River Waveney.  As this project affects the navigation details of the planning application will be presented to a future meeting of the Committee.
· The provision of angling platforms at Worlingham imediately adjacent to the Broads Authority 24-hour mooring.  This project will relieve pressure on the mooring from anglers during the boating season.

· The construction of a car park for anglers at Coldharbour Farm on the River Bure.

· The completion of an easy access path at Carlton Marshes near Oulton Broad linking Nicholas Everett Park with the Suffolk wildlife Trust Reserve.

8.2      BESL is also working with officers on a number of other schemes which are likely to be progressed during 2008.  Officers would like to record the fact that BESL has provided considerable assistance in identifying enhancement opportunities and in the design of these schemes. 
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Table 1 Progress on major improvement schemes

	Compartment and sites 
	Public Consultation Leaflet
	Planning Application Forecast
	Commence Works (anticipated)
	Comments

	25B Barsham Marshes Waveney
	20 Mar 06
	4 August 06
	April 07
	Landowner negotiations in progress regarding the location of angling pads and car park. 

	28 Phase 2 Peto’s Marsh Waveney
	
	
	
	Landowner objections to proposals still unresolved. Landowner now refusing to allow access.

	14 Cantley Marshes Yare
	9 Aug-06
	22 Nov 06
	April 07
	Piling at Reedcutters Public House and 24-hour mooring finished.  Some topsoiling work still to be completed.


	10 Stokesby North Denes Bure
	16 Nov 06
	1 Feb 07
	May 07
	Piling works anticipated February 08.

	12 Limpenhoe Marshes Yare
	16 Feb 07
	19 June 07
	Nov 07
	Planning approval granted 14 September 07. Preliminary works anticipated November 07.  



	13 Cantley Beet Factory Yare
	16 Feb 07
	April 08
	2008
	Proposed works are primarily repairs to existing concrete floodwall plus 140m of bank strengthening.  Partnership project to provide slipway progressing with BESL/BA/Parish Council.



	17 Postwick Marshes Yare
	18 May 07
	19 Nov 07
	2008
	Planning application withdrawn.  Now awaiting outcome of Appropriate Assessment.


	11 Acle – Great Yarmouth Bure
	18 July 07
	3 Dec 07
	2008
	Planning permission granted 8 February 08.  Conditions applied regarding piling and erosion protection specifications.  BESL has also agreed to work with the Authority on a partnership project to provide channel marking on the lower Bure.


	6 Potter Heigham – urgent works
	Feb 08
	April 08
	2008
	Possible removal of concrete wall and replacement with earth bank. Existing wall rotating.

	7 Thurne – West Somerton Thurne
	Jan 08
	April 08
	2008
	Consultation response submitted.  BA concerns regarding solutions proposed for formal moorings in the Compartment.

	37 Fishley Marshes Bure
	Nov 07
	Feb 08
	2008
	Planning Application anticipated during February 08.
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